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NATIONAL RESOURCES BOARD 
INTERIOR BUILDING 
WASHINGTON 


March 16, 1935 


Mr. Walter H, Blucher, Executive Director, 
American Society of Planning Officials, 
850 East Fifty-eighth Street, 

Chicago, Illinois. 


My dear Mr. Blucher: 


I take pleasure in accepting your invitation 
to become a member of the American Society of Plan- 
ning Officials. 


I have read over your statement regarding ‘the 
purpose, membership, and services of the Society 
with considerable enthusiasm. In view of the or- 
ganization of several national associations to 
serve mayors, city managers, municipal officials, 
legislators, and other groups, a national society 
of planning officials appears to be long overdue. 


As should be fairly well known by now, I have 
unremittingly advocated national planning as the 


. only way out of the economic wreckage piled up by 


the laissez-faire governmental policies of preced- 
ing generations. Advocacy of such a policy has 
brought me to a keen appreciation of the fact 
that national planning can be done only when based 
on local planning efforts and organizations. 


Many people interested in national planning 
have urged that the National Resources Board seek 
to bring about greater uniformity in state plan- 
ning by circulation of model laws, model state 
plans, model planning organization, etc. But in- 
sistence upon such uniformity would seriously im- 
pede the progress of planning. The widely differ- 


ent social and economic problems of the widely sep- 


arated sections of this enormous country demand a 
flexible methodology. Any attempt to enforce uni- 
formity would meet with the opposition it deserves. 


The purpose of the Board is to give encourage- 





ment to local planning agencies by means of the 
dissemination of current information, the publica- 
tion of research findings on general planning sub- 
jects, and advice upon problems of a technical na- 
ture. The temporary appointments of state planning 
consultants were made chiefly for the purpose of 
assisting interested States to make a start. 


The recently inaugurated Inventory of Public 
Works undertaken by State Planning Boards, working 
in cooperation with State FWA Engineers, has awak- 
ened many people to the realization that state 
planning is more than a vague term, Applications 
for projects which fit into comprehensive city, re- 
gional and state plans will naturally be easier to 
justify than isolated projects which do not yield 
equal social benefits. Public works planning, of 
course, represents only a fraction of the useful- 
ness of planning boards. 


The functions of a governmental agency are u- 
sually restricted to specific tasks, of which pro- 
motional activities are not usually considered 
proper except in a restricted degree. Vast social 
and economic problems of the future will require 
to an ever-increasing degree the comprehensive 
treatment which state and city Planning Boards are 
now applying to the specific problem of work re- 
lief projects. 


In the great task of stimlating and coordin- 
ating city, county, regional, and State Planning 
agencies, I look to your organization for assist- 
ance which perhaps no other group can so well fur- 
nish. 


Sincerely yours, 


Mor rtd 27 Fetes 
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of population to the cities--a factor which must 
certainly be considered in the development of 
state and local plans. 


Control of Roadsides 


The control of buildings along roadsides is 


of sufficient importance in England to justify con- 


sideration by the National Government. According 
to the Municipal Journal and Public Works Engineer, 
in response to a owing demand for effective 
steps to counteract this increasing menace to a- 
menities” the matter was discussed in the House of 
Commons, "The opinion has been gaining strength in 
local government circles that neither the provi- 
sions of the Town and Country Planning Act, 1932, 
nor those other Acts, including the special Acts 
obtained by certain counties, are in all the cir- 
cumstances sufficient to deal with the problem A 
national measure is therefore considered to be es- 
sential, conferring upon County Councils more com- 
prehensive powers which should not be applicable 
only to certain specified roads, but should apply 


to all classified roads and existing or proposed 
roads. 


Graph for Calculating Rentals in Housing Projects 


In the Housing Study Bulletin for February, 
1935, (Published by the Housing Study Guild, 101 
Park Avenue, New York City) there appears a very 
interesting graph for calculating rentals per 
square foot for varying land, construction costs 
and financing factors, per year or per month. 


Rating Public Works Projects 


We have mailed to our members a very interest- 
ing report of the State Planning Commission of 
Michigan relating to the Public Works Inventory 
and Program. Using the preliminary report of the 
State Planning Commission and the studies con- 
tained therein, a method was devised by which all 
of the public works projects were rated. The state 
was first divided into nine geographic-economic a- 
reas and a priority rating was given to types of 
projects in each area. Welfare statistics were 
broken down to show the total number on relief,the 
percentage of employables and the occupational 
Classification of the people on relief. Considera- 
tion was, therefore, given to the relationship be- 
tween various types of projects and the occupa- 
tions of the unemployed. 

The report, consisting of seventy-three pages, 
has been attractively photo-lithographed and is 
made up largely of charts, graphs and maps, among 
which are to be found outlines of the organization 
of the Commission staff which developed the pro- 
gram and rating outlines. We believe that it will 
be of great interest to state planning officials 
in particular because it presents a thorough ap- 
proach toward the development of a well-rounded 
public works program. In addition, it completely 
justifies the work done in preparing the prelimin- 
ary State Planning Report. : 


Decisions 


Federal Housing: UNITED STATES vs, CERTAIN LANDS 
IN CITY OF LOUISVILIE, JEFFERSON COUNTY, KENTUCKY 
et al. (No. 1769--9 Federal Supplement 137.) 

The Federal District Court for the Western 
District of Kentucky (Judge Charles I, Dawson) has 
handed down an opinion holding that the federal 
government could not exercise the power of eminent 
domain for low cost housing. The decision is based 
upon the opinion that housing is not a”Public Use!’ 
The court interprets this phrase as meaning "Use 
by the government itself in the performance of gov- 
ernmental functions, or a use or service upon or 
available to all or a part of the public as of 
right, irrespective of whether the title to the 
property condemned is vested in the government or 
in some private agency." ‘ine court held as unten- 
able the other interpretation of public use which, 
when connected with the exercise of the power of 
eminent domain, considers the term as synonymous 
with public benefit, public advantage, and general 


welfare, An appeal of this case will be taken to 
the Supreme Court. 


Unreasonable Zoning: CITY OF PLEASANT RIDGE vs. 
MAGDALENE PROPHET COOPER, et al (267-Michigan 603) 

The City of Pleasant Ridge, Michigan, is a 
residential suburb of the City of Detroit. It has 
no industry and very little business, The property 
in question is situated at the southwest corner of 
Woodward Avenue (a 204 foot super-highway) and Ten 
Mile Road (an important east and west section line 
road running for many miles in adjacent counties.) 
The property is an old residence being used as a 
tea-room, The south side of Ten Mile Road was 
zoned for residential purposes. The north side of 
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zoned for commercial purposes and has been devel- 
oped with business structures. One short block 
from the tea-room is the Detroit Zoological Park, 
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visited by 100,000 persons on Sunday afternoons. 
Testimony showed thet Pleasant Ridge had made no 
preliminary studies and had given very little con- 
sideration to the development of property surround- 
ing the building in question. The lower court up- 
held the zoning ordinance, which opinion was re- 
versed by the Supreme Court of the State, which 
seid: "The ordinance as applied to defendant's 
property is unreasonable and confiscatory and 
therefore illegal." 


Tennessee Valley Authority: GEORGE ASHWANDER, et 
81 vs. TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY, et al. In the 
United States District Court for the Northeastern 
Division of the Northern District of Alabama, No. 
355, Hon. W. I, Grubb, District Judge. 

In this decision, Judge Grubb held that the 
agreement between Tennessee Valley Authority, the 
Alabama Power Company and others, by which’ the 
Alabama Power Company agreed to transfer to the 
Tennessee Valley Authority certain of its facili- 
ties, is in furtherance of illegal proprietary op- 


erations by the Tennessee Valley Authority, and is 


annulled. 


Books, Pamphlets and Reports 





PLANNING FOR THE SMALL AMERICAN CITY By 
Russell Van Nest Black (An Outline of 
Principles and Procedure Especially Ap- 
plicable to the City of Fifty Thousand 
or Less)Published by the Public Adminis- 
tration Service, 850 Eest 58th Street, 
Chicago, Ill. 90 pages. Price $1.00 {Pa- 
per covers) $1.50 in boards. 

Part One. Making the City Plan 
Chapter Headings: The General Planning 
Problem in a Small City; Planning Beyond 
the Borders of the City; Steps in Plan 
Making; Basic Data Essential for the 
Preparation of the Plan; The Legal Back- 
ground of City Planning. 

Part Two. What Modern Planning Of- 

fers the Small City 
Chapter Heedings: Street Plan and Street 
Design;Perks, Playgrounds, and Other Rec- 
reational Areas;Zoning and the Other Ele- 
ments of the Plan; Public Buildings in 
the City Plan; Airports and Other Avi- 
ation Facilities; Sewerage and Water Sup- 
ply in the City Plan; Railroads and 
Street Railways in the City Plan; Hous- 
ing and the City Plan; Beautification 
and Ornamentation. 

Part Three. Carrying Out the City 
Plan 
Chapter Headings: Permanent Organization 
for Planning and Plan Administration;Con- 
trol of Land Subdivision and Development; 
Zoning Administration; The Long-term Fi- 
nancial Improvement Program; Paying for 
Planned Improvements; Citizen Support in 
Plan Realization; Bibliography. 














LAND POLICY REVIEW Issued by the Land Policy Sec- 
tion, Division of Program Planning, Agricultural 

Adjustment Administration, in cooperation with the 

Division of Land Economics, Bureau of Agricultural 

Economics,United States Department of Agriculture. 

"A unified, consistent national policy of land 

use is an integral part of an effective agricultur- 
al adjustment program." February ,1935.Mimeographed 

14 pages. 


THE GREAT EXPERIMENT, The Tennessee Valley Author- 
ity By Walter N. Polakov Pages 75-79 Bulletin of 
the Taylor Society and of the Society of Industri- 
al Engineers. January, 1935. 


THE TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY, The Fallacy of 
Cheap Electricity By Robert Teviot Livingston 
Pages 80-86 Bulletin of the Taylor Society. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL TRENDS, New York 
State Planning Board Bulletin 19, February 11, 
1935. Mimeographed 26 pages. 


A DIGEST OF THE SUMMARY REPORT OF PROGRESS, New 
York State Planning Board, January, 1935. Mimeo- 
graphed 7 pages. 


REPORT OF THE STATE PLANNING BOARD (CONNECTICUT) 
To Governor Wilbur L, Cross (Including proposed 
State Planning Board Act) 14 pages. 


ROLE OF CITIES IN NATIONAL PLANNING By Charles E, 
Merriam, Member of National Resources Board: Pub- 
lic Management, February, 1935. Page 33. 


PUTTING THE MICROSCOPE ON TRAFFIC By Sidney J.Wil- 


liams: Public Management, February, 1935. Pages 
48-50, 


IF HENRY GEORGE WERE WRITING TODAY By Harold S, 
Buttenheim, The Journal of Land and Public Util- 
ity Economics, February, 1935. Pages 1-12. 


THE GREAT AMERICAN DELUSION By Irving Brant,Editor, 
St. Louis Star Times: (That property in slum areas 
can be used for industrial or commercial purposes) 
National Public Housing Conference. January, 1935. 
12 pages. 


SOCIAL STATISTICS OF ST. LOUIS BY CENSUS TRACTS 
The School of Business and Public Administration, 
Washington University, St. Louis, Mo. 80 pages, 
50¢ (An interesting eocial study of the city of 
St. Louis in which the ratings in the census 
tracts are correlated in a rather unusual manner.) 


A PROGRAM FOR LAND USE IN NORTHERN MINNESOTA, Oscar 
B, Jesness and Reynolds I, Nowell (a type study in 
land utilization by the University of Minnesota 
and the United States Department of Agriculture). 
The University of Minnesota Press, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, 338 pages, $2.50. (To be reviewed ina 
later issue. ) 





